




LEGACY BY THE NUMBERS AND BEYOND:

A CHAMPION FOR WOMEN, A LEGACY THAT ENDURES

Six years ago, Melanie R. Bridgeforth, MSW stepped into leadership at 
Women’s Foundation of Alabama with a bold vision: to build the state’s 
most powerful philanthropic and leadership voice for women. Through 
her unwavering advocacy and transformational leadership, that vision 
became a movement—one that changed the trajectory of our 
organization, our state, and countless lives.







UNLEASHED 2024

Unleashed, presented by Renasant Bank, raised $297,187 to 
fuel women's leadership and philanthropy across Alabama, 
featuring inspiring voices like Barbara Pierce Bush and 
Michelle Miller. More than a fundraiser, Unleashed 
spotlighted real stories of impact-from Kelly Weeks forging a 
new path in welding to Rachel Holifield's early learning 
center launch-Unleashed became a rallying point for change.

WOMEN’S POLICY INSTITUTE

The 2024 Women’s Policy Institute (WPI) Fellowship 
welcomed our largest and most diverse class yet—37 
fellows from 14 counties, ages 23–55. Over seven months, 
they explored key issues like economic mobility, 
maternal health, and Medicaid expansion, culminating in 
a powerful graduation where they presented real policy 
solutions to experts. These leaders are shaping 
Alabama’s future.

CAPITOL HEELS ADVOCACY DAY
More than 150 advocates, policymakers, and 
community leaders gathered for our sixth annual 
Capitol Heels event to advance the Child Care Tax 
Credit. The day included an issue briefing with 
Representatives Barbara Drummond and Terri Collins, 
a rally led by House Speaker Nathaniel Ledbetter and 
Minority Leader Anthony Daniels, and a grassroots 
panel featuring WPI alumni. Together, we strengthened 
the movement for high-quality, accessible child care.



THE POWER OF COLLECTIVE GENEROSITY
Through the power of collective giving, Women’s Foundation of Alabama’s Giving Circles are fueling 
change across the state. In 2024, Morgan County Giving Circle, Society of Clotilda, and The Brilliant 
Black Girl Collective mobilized over $63,000 to fund grassroots initiatives, provide scholarships for 
young women, and support local nonprofits—demonstrating that when women come together, their 
generosity creates lasting impact in their communities.






